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  Promoting comprehensive, scientific evidence-based and 
multisectoral national systems of drug use prevention for children 
and adolescents  
 
 

  The Commission on Narcotic Drugs, 

  Reaffirming the commitment of States parties to achieving the goals and 
objectives of and implementing the obligations contained in the Single Convention 
on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 as amended by the 1972 Protocol,1 the Convention on 
Psychotropic Substances of 19712 and the United Nations Convention against Illicit 
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988, 3  in which States 
parties expressed their concern for the health and welfare of humankind, 

  Reaffirming also the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,4 and noting the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, 5  adopted by the General Assembly in its 
resolution 44/25 of 20 November 1989, in particular article 4 of the Convention, in 
which it is established that States parties are to undertake all appropriate legislative, 
administrative and other measures for the implementation of the rights recognized in 
the Convention, and that, with regard to economic, social and cultural rights, States 
parties are to undertake such measures to the maximum extent of their available 
resources and, where needed, within the framework of international cooperation; 
article 24, in which States parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of 
the highest attainable standard of health; and article 33, in which States parties 
undertake to take all appropriate measures, including legislative, administrative, 
social and educational measures, to protect children from the illicit use of narcotic 
drugs and psychotropic substances as defined in the relevant international treaties, 

__________________ 

 1  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 976, No. 14152.  
 2  Ibid., vol. 1019, No. 14956.  
 3  Ibid., vol. 1582, No. 27627.  
 4 General Assembly resolution 217 A (III). 
 5  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531. 

https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/44/25
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/217(III)
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and to prevent the use of children in the illicit production and trafficking of such 
substances,  

  Recalling the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 6  as well as the 
commitment to ensuring that no one affected by the world drug problem is left behind, 
noting that efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and to effectively 
address the world drug problem are complementary and mutually reinforcing, 
reaffirming the need to address the key causes and consequences of all aspects of the 
world drug problem, including those in the health, social, human rights, economic, 
justice, public security and law enforcement fields, and noting that integrating 
prevention efforts in the multisectoral systems focused on children and adolescents 
contributes to achieving those goals, 

  Recalling also its resolution 65/4 of 18 March 2022 on promoting 
comprehensive and scientific evidence-based early prevention, and noting that drug 
use prevention requires appropriate resource investment based on scientific evidence 
and that promoting comprehensive early prevention using, when appropriate, as a tool 
the International Standards on Drug Use Prevention, developed by the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in collaboration with the World Health 
Organization, is key for such child-centred preventive responses,  

  Recalling further its resolution 61/2 of 16 March 2018, in which it emphasized 
the significant role of educational settings in promoting education on drug use 
prevention among children, as well as healthy lifestyles, through curricular and 
extracurricular activities, including sports, as well as primary prevention and early 
intervention programmes, as appropriate, and recognizing that educational settings 
provide a unique opportunity to reach children within a system of prevention, while 
emphasizing the importance of implementing evidence-based prevention strategies 
within those environments to promote the health and well-being of children, 

  Recalling its resolution 60/7 of 17 March 2017 on promoting scientific 
evidence-based community, family and school programmes and strategies for the 
purpose of preventing drug use among children and adolescents, in which it 
recognized that communities, families and schools share responsibility for the 
education and welfare of children and adolescents, including in relation to drug use 
prevention,  

  Referring to its resolution 57/3 of 21 March 2014, in which it is stated that 
scientific evidence-based prevention interventions are an investment in the well-being 
and health of children, adolescents, youth, families and communities,  

  Recalling its resolution 63/4 of 6 March 2020 on promoting the involvement of 
youth in drug prevention efforts, in which it noted with appreciation, in that respect, 
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime Youth Initiative, 

  Noting with concern the life trajectories of children and adolescents who are 
exposed to multiple, overlapping environmental risk factors, such as poverty, social 
inequality, discrimination, crime, violence and illicit drugs, including the growing 
phenomenon of synthetic drugs, for which there is a need to include in drug prevention 
efforts not only universal approaches but also selected and indicated prevention 
approaches to address both individual and environmental risk and protection factors, 

  Recognizing that the implementation of prevention systems that focus on 
children and adolescents, encompassing prenatal care, infancy and early and middle 
childhood, calls for a cross-sectoral, multidisciplinary and multi-stakeholder approach 
that takes into account gender- and age-specific needs and focuses on the social, 
structural and environmental determinants of well-being and health, including the 
influences of communities, families and individuals, and recognizing also that 
effective responses benefit from partnerships between local communities, governments, 

__________________ 

 6  General Assembly resolution 70/1. 

https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/70/1
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non-governmental organizations, as well as community-based organizations, faith-
based organizations, civil society and academia,  

  Acknowledging that prevention systems aimed at children and adolescents go 
beyond preventing drug use as they support the healthy and safe development of 
children and adolescents so that they can realize their talents and potential by 
developing skills and being able to take advantage of opportunities to choose healthy 
lifestyles, and also support the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. 
Such a multisectoral child- and adolescent-focused approach contributes both to 
preventing drug use and reducing other risk behaviours, as well as improving the 
quality of life and general mental health of children and adolescents, 

  Noting with appreciation the development of tools such as the Review of 
Prevention Systems, derived from the International Standards on Drug Use 
Prevention, and their potential for enabling Member States to systematically assess 
the structure and functioning of their prevention systems, 

  Expressing its appreciation for the launch by the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime of the Children Amplified Prevention Services initiative, which is 
aimed at amplifying the resilience of children from birth to adolescence and 
preventing the use of drugs and other psychoactive substances and encourages 
Member States to adopt systems of prevention aimed at children and adolescents, 

  1. Encourages Member States to implement scientific evidence-based drug 
use prevention programmes and strategies aimed at children, such as the Children 
Amplified Prevention Services initiative, and adopt a system approach for prevention 
using, when appropriate, as a tool the International Standards on Drug Use 
Prevention, allowing for the coordination of efforts of stakeholders across sectors to 
identify and resolve gaps in terms of prevention services at different stages of 
children’s development and taking into account those living in socially and 
economically vulnerable situations, and to develop, implement and evaluate 
prevention systems that engage multiple sectors and various stakeholders in reaching 
children and adolescents and support the healthy and safe development of children 
and adolescents;  

  2. Calls upon Member States to identify the gaps in the training needs of 
prevention service providers and in the prevention services they offer to children and 
adolescents using tools such as the Review of Prevention Systems tool of the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, considering the diverse levels of exposure of 
children and adolescents to risks, in respect to the principle of leaving no one behind, 
and thus allowing Member States to prioritize and focus their investments on 
improving and complementing the systems;  

  3. Encourages Member States to assess and map out their national prevention 
systems, engaging all stakeholders through a systematic and multisectoral approach 
using, when appropriate, as a tool the International Standards on Drug Use 
Prevention and identifying local and regional evidence-based good practices to be 
evaluated and disseminated; 

  4. Invites Member States to strengthen partnerships with civil society, people 
affected by drug use, youth-led organizations, health and social service professionals, 
academia, educators, law enforcement entities and other relevant stakeholders, as 
appropriate, to fully realize comprehensive systems of prevention in order to align 
national efforts aimed at delivering extensive scientific evidence-based drug 
prevention services, fostering collaborative efforts that utilize the strengths and 
expertise of each sector to effectively address diverse needs and build resilience and 
protective environments against drug use, using as a tool, when appropriate, the 
International Standards on Drug Use Prevention;  

  5. Also invites Member States to enhance international cooperation and 
information exchange by promoting the sharing of experiences and best practices in 
the field of drug use prevention for children and adolescents;  
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  6. Encourages Member States, in cooperation with universities and other 
research institutions, as well as civil society, the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime, the World Health Organization and other relevant United Nations entities, and 
international organizations and programmes, in accordance with their mandates and 
national legislation, to develop and implement scientific research on the effectiveness, 
cost-effectiveness and return on investment of their prevention systems; 

  7. Requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to continue, upon 
request, to support Member States by providing normative guidance, technical 
assistance and capacity-building for the development, mapping and implementation 
of systems of prevention that target children and adolescents at all stages of 
development and with all levels of exposure to risks, including through the use of 
tools such as the Review of Prevention Systems tool and through initiatives such as 
the Children Amplified Prevention Services initiative, ensuring that all prevention 
strategies are scientific evidence-based, inclusive, gender and age appropriate, and 
culturally sensitive and adaptable to the specific needs of diverse populations, 
including people in vulnerable situations; 

  8. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime to report to the Commission on Narcotic Drugs at its sixty-ninth session 
on the measures taken and on the progress achieved in the implementation of the 
present resolution; 

  9. Invites Member States and donor countries to provide extrabudgetary 
resources for the purposes described above, in accordance with the rules and 
procedures of the United Nations. 

 


